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Our beavers
have been busy

It is just over six months since beavers returned
to Knapdale and already they are changing

the landscape. Simon Jones, Scottish

Beaver Trial Project Manager, tells us more,
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Thiasa k2aping up with the latest on the
Soottish Beaver Tral (SET) blog (sgn
L &t v scottshbesers.org.ukd will
already knowy that our Beavers have been
razfy busy over the last fews manths
miaking their new pads feel more Fie
home, Dams have been creatad, burroes
corsdructed, trees fellad = and those
visging the trigl 598 af Knapdale would
be hard pushed not to see visual sgnes of
Sootland’s newast reintroducticn near the
WiElers slge

A farmily of four was eleased into
Loch Coille Bhate, a farmiy of fowr Into
Loch Linne and the hiral family of
three refeaead into Creag Mhor Loch
Unfartunately, shortly after relesse
4 jueenile male from the Loch Linne
family died (& post-martem proved
inconclusas],
The family at
Lach Coile
Bharr and the
rermaineng thres
amimals at Loch

Linna settled afmast immeadiately and
are regulark ohserned and tacked by
fimkd staff and voluntees
For the ferst week, the thed family
at Craag Mhor also apoeared to have
sattiad dowm and they were recorded
swimmmg and Teading as normal, But
o waek [aber, it all cranged when the
adult fernale disappeared, The time
of her dsappearance coincided with
unauthorised shooting
heard in the same ahes
Sensing sormethng weas
o the adul male, Andrees,
eft the orgiral refease loch
and after a few waeks wos
dacovered at Lakelsnd
Mdarine Farrm at Port Ma
Moine near Kilmartn, The
team set about monitoing
nirn for a couple of nights
bafore moving inwith their nets, Once
recaptuned, it was dear that he had [ost
a little weight but ws othensise in good
condition. Samples were taken and &
neny tracking device fisted before he
ways resagsed back mto his orginal loch
Termporery fencmg was pit in place and
a stream leadirg out from the site was
maarked with an unfamiiar scent of another
adut beayer o encowage Andreas to stay
n hes foch, But as a sclitary male in search
of his farmey unit, oy tirree will tedl F these
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ol Hh -m.ldr Haat they tree i and :ﬁi-_
wuishle for & wide rengs af ypecies to lve B,

detarrents will work, Meanwhie, the S5T
team i still busy trying to bocate the two
remaning b=avars in his famiky

In recent months, new reports of basser
activity just outside the release site have
coime in and we are all hopirg that at least
ane of our fermetes may return to the foid,

Thaa Scottich Baavar Tral |5 a tima-imited
traal reintroduction of the Sunpean beavers
fo Knapdlale, Mid-wgyll Scottsh Matuml
Heuitage i cocedinating the indepanden
sciantde mioatoring of the wial, reporting
an whether the conditions. of the fcence ae
Beirg fully addessed. For more indamatan
an the meniforng baing undestaken visit
whereisnbuarg, uk fscatishbeasrinal
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